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submitted, together with the signatures of eight
supporters and a deposit of £150, which is forfeited
by any candidate who receives less than one-eighth of
the votes cast. If, as happens in about one constituency
In ten, there is only one nomination, that candidate is
declared duly elected: otherwise a day is appointed for
voting—the same for the whole country.
Meanwhile each candidate is busy commending
himself to his constituency. There are three recognized
methods of doing this. One is the election address—a
printed leaflet in which the candidate expresses his
views on the political questions of the day and explains
his qualifications for acting as the representative of the
people he addresses: every elector receives this through
the post. Then there are casual contacts established by
the use of posters—which, especially if they contain
clever cartoons, attract the eye of many voters who
would not bother to read the address—and by can-
vassing. The candidate himself will tour every corner
of the constituency by car, talking to all and sundry,
while his supporters go from house to house, arguing
his case. Lastly, there is the public meeting. Every hall
and schoolroom is booked up at election time, and the
police are often kept very busy preserving order in the
vicinity of the meetings of an unpopular candidate.
But although these meetings are attended mainly by
those who would vote for him in any case, the heckling
by opponents, who come in order to pose awkward
questions, gives a candidate a good chance of proving
his mettle. Moreover, he may increase his chances by
bringing in leading politicians from outside the con-
stituency to address these meetings on his behalf.
Of election day itself we have already seen some-
thing. Suffice it to add that the polling stations are

